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From the Editors 

We trust that those members who are still feeling their way in the production of their (and other) family 

histories, have a much better understanding of what is required, now that we have had a most success-

ful Q & A session at our recent June meeting. May your future endeavours be full of success and enjoy-

ment! 

Branch News/Vergaderingsnuus   

Saturday 14 April  2018, 14:00  

Our speaker was the well-known sportsman and TV 
sports commentator, former Marketing Director of Adidas, 

and genealogist , Gavin Cowley (pictured at right) 

 

He enthralled the audience with his family reminiscences 
and reminded us that genealogical research must be rig-
orous, correct and provable. Otherwise, incorrect and 
misleading conclusions can and will be drawn from the 

research. 

 

Gavin has recently published a book entitled ñThe Cow-
leys ï from Derbyshire to Plettenberg Bayò. He discussed 
in detail the work entailed in getting the family history up 

to date and correct. 

  

Given his considerable oratory skills and his self-deprecating wit, he wowed the audience. GSSA mem-

bers who were absent will seriously regret having missed his talk. 

Gavin previously published a book on sports entitled ñHaving a Ballò. 

 

 

Cowley Manor, home of Giles Cowley who 

died on March 7th, 1686 
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Branch News/Vergaderingsnuus -  (Continued/Vervolg) 

Saturday  14 April 2018, 14:00 - continued/vervolg 

 
 
 
 
Marsh Green Hall, Ashover, Derbyshire 
Bought 1648 
 
 
 
 

 
Breadsall, Derbyshire 

Ancestral home of the Cowleys 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Old Hall in Breadsall opposite the All 
Saints Church. The floorboards in the building 
are dated to 1231. It is believed that the build-
ing was granted to William de Ferrars by his 
father William the Conqueror some time be-
fore 1086. The Old Hall is the oldest nonï
ecclesiastical building in the Borough. At a 
time, James Cowley and his mother stayed in 
the Old Hall and it was also used as a Post 
Office for a period.  

 
 
 
 
 

Ivy cottage, Breadsall 1906 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Isaac Cowley (1847 
ï 1938) was the 
second born child to 
Robert and Eliza-
beth Cowley. He 
married Magdalena 
Rosa Harker in Plet-
tenberg Bay in 1871 
and had 8 children. 
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Branch News/Vergaderingsnuus -  (Continued/Vervolg) 

Saturday  12 May 2018 , 14:00  

Our speaker, June McKinnon, (pictured at right) entertained us with a fasci-
nating Powerpoint presentation entitled "From Russia with love - with a South 
African connection". 
 
This story concerns the Radziwill and Pikiel families in Eastern Europe and 
how Valery Pickel (changed from Pikiel) arrived in South Africa and married 
Huibrecht Jacoba Engelbrecht in Cape Town in 1949. 
 
Valery's grandfather was Oswald Kazimir Pikiel, Prince Radziwill, born 1844 
in St Petersburg. He was the state banker for Tsar Nicolas and his father. 
 
Valeryôs father was Anatole Pikiel, also a Prince Radziwill. 
 
June shared some wonderful pictures of St Petersburg, including the Hermit-
age and the Summer Palace. There were also stunning pictures of Moscow, 
Shanghai and Vladivostok. 
 
The Pickel family, being White Russians, had fled to Shanghai to escape the Bolsheviks in the early 1920's 
In 1948, the Chinese communists under Mao Tse Tung, invaded Shanghai and Valery and his siblings were 
forced to flee. Apart from Valery who settled in Cape Town, the rest of the family settled in Australia and the 
United States 

 

 

 

Valery Pickel marries Huibrecht Jacoba Engel-

brecht 1949 DRC Cape Town.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map of Lithuania 1690 ï Home of the  Radziwill family  

 

 

 

 

 

The family before they were forced by the Bolsheviks to leave 

Shanghai and resettle in different countries 
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Branch News/Vergaderingsnuus -  (Continued/Vervolg) 

Saturday 12 May 2018, 14:00 - continued/vervolg 

Various awards presented to members for their contributions to the GSSA  

Left: Prof Gerhard Geldenhuys 
received the Genealogist of the 

Year award 

 

Right: David de Klerk 

 vice-chairman for 10 years & 

member for 35 years  

 

 

Left: Max White received the 

Extra Mile award  

 

Right: Dr Andrew Kok 

Chairman for 5+ years 

 

 

 

Left: Lorraine Fautley 

member for 5+ years 

 

 

Right: Rini Scheffler 

branch librarian  & member for 

10 years 

 

 

 

Left: Isak Bosman 

member for 5 years 

 

 

Right: Dolf Cocqui 

member for 5 years 

 

 

Left: Jaco vd Merwe 

member for 25 years 

 

Right: Engela van Dyk 

member for 10 years 

 

Left: Henk Rall 

member for 

10 years 

Right: Last but not least: 

Simone Kay 

member for 10  years  
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Branch News/Vergaderingsnuus -  (Continued/Vervolg) 

Saturday 12 May 2018, 14:00 - continued/vervolg 

GSSA awards to members not present : 

Treasurer for 5+ years  Paul le Roux 

Branch Photographer 5+ years Andre van Wyk 

30 years membership  Cynthia Winstanly  (See Obituaries) 

10 years membership  Derek Yeoman 

    Karin van der Merwe 

    Paul le Roux 

    Erik Eloff 

 

5 years membership  Henri Wolfaardt 

    Johan Tromp 

    Pieter Opperman 

 

     

Branch News/Vergaderingsnuus -  (Continued/Vervolg) 

Saturday 9 June 2018, 14:00  

This meeting was a combination Bring and Brag exhibition, and a Q & A session designed to impart essential information needed by all gene-

alogists, especially those fairly new to the fascinating field of family history 

There were four speakers, discussing various aspects of genealogy:  

Our first speaker, Jaco van der Merwe (photo at left) discussed the NAAIRS website in detail. Unfortunately 

for on-line researchers, he stated that less than 3% of all archived documents and reports have been 

scanned and are available on-line. As a senior person working with the archives in Roeland Street, he 

urged members to visit the archives, where they would likely achieve greater success in their researches 

than being on-line (and that includes search engines like Google) 

Thereafter, Douglas Reid (photo at right) discussed the new 

www.gssawc.co.za website, which will become in due course a comprehen-

sive on-line archive for the Western Cape branch. Members were encouraged 

to forward any and all interesting items to Douglas, Simone or Phil, who will arrange to publish them on the web-

site. In future, GSSA Western Cape newsletters and other publications and notices will be posted to the website 

Margaret Gundry (photo at left) thereupon described how she was able to contact 

various overseas people while searching for ancestors. She was very pleasantly 

surprised at the quick responses and the high level of willing co-operation she received 

Our Chairlady, Simone Kay, wrapped up the discussions and then invited us to view the Bring and Brag exhibits 

  

 

 

 

 

Ronel Lutjeharms displayed a variety of items from her family history 

collection 

 

 



Branch News/Vergaderingsnuus -  (Continued/Vervolg) 

Saturday 9 June 2018, 14:00 - continued/vervolg 

 

David de Klerk showed 

these rare old church-related 

books 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof Gerhard Geldenhuys displayed most interesting relics from 1942, regarding his fall from a 

moving train at age four! Luckily for all concerned, he survived that ordeal satisfactorily 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pauline Swanepoel showed the previ-
ous method of inexpensive ring-
binding (left) and the more modern 

but fairly inexpensive binding 
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Branch News/Vergaderingsnuus -  (Continued/Vervolg) 

Saturday 9 June 2018, 14:00 - continued/vervolg 

Regina Verwey displayed some napery with lace embroidery that originated with her great-grandmother 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Obituaries 
 

Born in Cape Town on 2 July 1939, Cynthia Paula (Kirschner) Winstanly attended Good Hope Semi-
nary in the Gardens area. Later she went on to do her teacherôs training at Mowbray Training Col-
lege and then taught at Herbert Herd School in Port Elizabeth where she met her husband Miles 
Winstanly who was a Major in the Armed Forces (Eastern Cape Command). She joined GSSA in 
Port Elizabeth and was a regular member there until she moved to Cape Town in 1990 after her 
husbandôs death. In Cape Town she joined the Cape Town branch of GSSA and later the Cape 
Town Family History Society and the Vernacular Society. Ever since the CTFHS has had an official 
library, not just a shopping bag of books, Cynthia took charge and kept meticulous records of each 

book and CD bought, as well as those borrowed and returned. 

All her research was done manually! Letters written and received, and newspapers perused, never 

on the internet, no matter how much we tried to persuade her otherwise. 

Cynthia also loved music, dancing,  was a very good pianist and a fairly good artist, a talent she 
didnôt exploit. she had many Louis Armstrong, Scott Joplin and other ñdance with a beatò CDs as 

well as classics 

She died of brain cancer on 3 June 2108, a month short of her 79th birthday. She leaves her sister 

Yvonne, who has been wonderfully supporting, as well as her children Hilary and Michael, and a 

stepson Derek. 

 

 

Dit is met groot hartseer dat ons verneem het van die heengaan van prof Kay de Villiers, een van die 
lojaalste lede van die HVSA vir baie dekades. Hy was vir baie jare ón bestuurslid van die HVSA, en het 
daarna altyd die jaarvergering bygewoon. Sy eggenote het hom so ón jaar of twee gelede ontval. 
 
 
It is with great sadness that we have to share the news of the death of Prof. J. C. (Kay) de Villiers! Be-
sides his huge contribution to the training of specialists as well as in the field of Neurosurgery in gen-
eral, he had enriched our lives with his knowledge about the Anglo-Boer War and contributed to the 
medical history of the war enormously! Besides numerous articles in academic publications, he au-
thored and co-authored books with his Magnus Opus being ó Healers, helpers and hospitals ó ( a History 
of military medicine in the ABW ). Over the years he delivered multiple lectures at conferences, ABW 
tours and on invitation. He also contributed hugely to the Cape Medical Museum. I am sure that all that 
knew him, will miss him dearly. May his soul R. I. P.!  

  
            
 

 

7 



An undying love and a grave mistake 

A group of about 20 people gathered at Benoni  Rynsoord cemetery on 5th May to remember ñSaintò  Esther Eaton (nee Henry), including Dr 
David Thomas, a co-author of ñBenoni son of sorrowò.  
 
When gold was discovered nearby at the Chimes in 1886, there was only one town in this part of the Witwatersrand - Boksburg.  The munici-
pal area of Boksburg covered 50 kilometres stretching from Johannesburg to Springs to the east. Any miners who died in an accident, or any 
pioneer who died from natural causes was buried in Boksburg cemetery in the early days. It was only in 1907 that Benoni was established as 
a separate town. Shortly after this, Benoni cemetery was laid out, and since then the great and good from Benoni who passed away have 
found a resting place there. Virtually all the pioneers who came here from everywhere in the world are buried here; with one exception: Esther 
Eaton, who ran the Chimes Hotel with her partner. Esther was denied a resting place here. 
 
Benoni pioneer Esther Eaton, born Henry, died and was buried in an obscure grave over 75 years ago. She and her husband George (or Bill, 
as he was also known), had a great love for each other, which lasted for the whole length of the 50 or so years that they were together. It is 
not known how George, a strapping Yorkshireman from Hull met Esther from Thomsonôs Wood on St. Helena. Doubtless George Eaton heard 
of the fabulous gold discoveries on the Witwatersrand in the mid-1880's, and jumped on a ship to seek his fortune in the ñZuid-Afrikansche 
Republiekò or Transvaal. We do not know if George met Esther when his ship stopped over at St. Helena, or whether they met in Cape Town 
or perhaps in Kimberley - which then was where the railway from Cape Town ended. 
 
The couple made their way by ox-wagon or coach from the railhead at Kimberley to these badlands of the East Rand, where miners were 
scrabbling madly for gold. There was no gold on the claim that George pegged out near the near the "Chimes" goldmine, so George decided 
to start a hotel. By running the ñChimesò hotel George and Esther managed to get 
some of the gold the miners found, in exchange for providing lodgings and liquor. 
 
After the Anglo-Boer war the couple sold the Chimes hotel and eventually moved 
into a large house, no. 5 Sunnyside Avenue in one of the grand areas of Benoni. 
Here they lived until George died in 1939. 
 
What  makes this story so uncommon, so worth recording, is that this couple stayed 
together and faithfully loved each other during an era when race prejudice was 
deeply engrained in the social life of the time. Think of the furore that was to arise in 
England in 1947 when Seretse Khama of then Bechuanaland was so crazy as to fall 
in love with an English girl, Ruth Williams, who happened to be white. 
 
Even though it was before the time of enforced apartheid, in the "English" atmos-
phere of Benoni there was deep race and language prejudice. English-speakers in 
Benoni thought they were better than people who spoke Afrikaans, or people from 
the Lebanon, and regarded such people as second-class citizens. Anybody who 
was slightly dusky in hue was regarded as a third class citizen or worse. Esther 
would doubtless have been unwelcome in Benoni cinemas; she may even have 
experienced prejudice in her spiritual home of the Anglican church, which had bap-
tized her all those many years before in Saint Helena. George's business and sport-
ing endeavours turned him into one of the richest citizens of Benoni, and there 
would doubtless have been many lily-white Benoni maidens who would eagerly 
have married George, if they could. But that there was only one love for George is attested by the fact that apart from £500 which George left 
to his adopted son (also called George), all the rest of his Estate was bequeathed to his Esther. Esther's continuing love for George is attested 
in the wording "So dearly loved, so sorely missed", which Esther had inscribed on the sumptuous gravestone she had erected for her partner. 
 
Esther had purchased a double-grave at Georgeôs demise, but when she passed away 4 years later she was denied her resting place next to 
her partner because Benoni statutes laid down that people who were not lily-white could not be buried in a "white" cemetery. Esther's (white) 
adopted daughter Edith Lippiatt had to bury Esther in the ñcolouredò section of the old Boksburg cemetery. 

 
A stone of remembrance was unveiled by the attendees in an 
attempt to right this grave wrong that was done to Esther and 
George Eaton. That stone not only speaks Esther's name and 
celebrates her life, but also testifies that we have left the old 
era of both legal and informal racism far behind. In the words 
of Martin Luther King: Free at last, free at last, thank God, 
we're free at last." 
 
After prayers and dedication by the very reverend Simon, 
Dean of St. Dunstan's Cathedral in Benoni, a wreath was 
placed on the grave by Flo Bird of the Johannesburg Heritage 
Foundation.  
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Nuusflitse/Newsflashes 

GSSA 2018 Archives Tour 
 
The next GSSA tour to Cape Town will take place between the 12th and 17th August. There will be 8 participants lead by Ellen Harmse.  A 
number of  our members will likely be joining the party for dinner on the evening of the 16th August. Further details to follow. NB the first ten 
members who contact Pam Beck and confirm their definite attendance at the dinner will have their meal costs subsidised by fifty 
percent by the branch!    

 

New library additions/nuwe biblioteek aanwinste  - February to May/Februarie tot Mei 
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1/2018 VANR 
Van Riebeeck Society, Cape Town, Second Series no 48, 2017 
Seleksies uit die briewe van president MT Steyn, 1904 ï 1910 

2/2018 BLU 
Blumer, Wilhelm 
75 jaar: ón Tuin in die duinesand. Philippi, Kaapse Vlakte, 1884 ï 

1959 

3/2018 CAM 
Cameron,Trewelha, editor 
An Illustrated History of South Africa 

4/2018 COW 
Cowley, Gavin 
The Cowleys: from Derbyshire to Plettenberg Bay 

5/2018 ERA 
Erasmus, Jannie 
Familiegeskiedenis van Carel Gustavus Erasmus, 1996 

6/2018 DUP 
Du Plooy, Jeanette 
Familielyne: Du Plooy- Buys & Buys - Van Aswegen, 2003 

7/2018 DUT 
Du Toit, Martie 
Grobler Stories en foto-album, 2017 

8/2018 HOR 
Horn, Emma 
Louw Stamregister, 1967 

9/2018 HOR 
Horn, Emma 
Murray Stamregister, 1956 

10/2018 RIJ 
Rijkaart, Frikkie en Jacobs, Jeanette 
Familieregister Rijkaart, 1983 

11/2018 STE 
Steyn, DJS, ds 
Steyn 

12/2018 BIS 
Bischoff, Louis 
The Sedgefield Saga 

13/2018 CUR 
Curror, WD 
Golden Memories of Barberton 

14/2018 HOL 
Holliday, EW  
1824 Queenstown 1994 

15/2018 JEN 
Jennings/ Gwen 
Franschhoek Memories: Life in the French Valley 

16/2018 MEL 
Mellish, Chris 
Breede River Revelations 

17/2018 PRI 
Prinsloo, Paul 
Soutpansbergmense. Die tweede storieboek oor karakters van 

Soutpansberg 

18/2018 SMI 
Smith, John 
Somerset-Oos/ Somerset East. 1825 ï 1975 

19/05/2018 SWA (Vervang uitgawe onder 5/2011 SWA 
(17/05/2018)) 
Swanepoel, Pauline (skrywer en samesteller) 
Vissershokstories: Die storie van die Van Niekerks van Visser-

shok en ook Buumanskraal soos vertel deur Nellie van Niekerk 

 



Nuusflitse/Newsflashes vervolg/continued 

Forthcoming events 

Genealogical Humour 

You know youõre a genealogist whené.. 

 

é everyone in the room groans when you start a sentence with ñSo, I was doing some research yesterdayéò 

é you would rather read the news from 1918 than 2018. 

é you ask people if they would like to take a trip to the graveyard with you (and you bring your camera). 

é youôve secretly researched the surnames of your friends and acquaintances. 

é you can find a birth place for just about any person who lived in the last 300 years, but you canôt find your keys. 

é youôve thought about selling your research services just to pay for all of your genealogy subscriptions. 

é youôve become surprisingly adept at convincing people to spit into a cup and send it off to a lab for DNA testing. 

é you can still read cursive handwriting. 

é you have more pictures of your long dead relatives than your living ones. 

é your dream Saturday night involves a pot of coffee and eight uninterrupted hours of digging through digitized death certificates. 

é unsourced family trees make you want to cry. 

é youôve tried to figure out what a ñthird cousin twice removedò is. Even if you still havenôt quite got it. 

é you wish you had a more unique name so that one day your descendants would have a better chance of finding your records. 

é you know which one is the ñlostò census. 

é youôve emailed people youôve never met to ask them about their family. 

é. if you could go back in time and meet anyone, it would be that one ancestor who left NO record trail just so you could ask him who his 

parents are. 

é the term ñ1752 Calendar Changeò makes sense to you. 

é someone mentions their familyôs past and you immediately start pulling up related record collections on your phone. 

é the obsession you have with certain people in your family tree may or may not qualify as stalking. 

é you have a scanning app on your phone and you know how to use it. 

é Salt Lake City, UT is the place youôd like to visit most. 

é you love history and think that the popularity of genealogy research is one of the best ways to ensure that it is preserved. 

é you read through this entire list. 
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Date Venue Speaker Subject 

14 July SASNEV Henk Rall TBA 

11 August SASNEV Gerhard Geldenhuys & Pieter 

Maritz 

Diversiteit by die Lieschings:  Genealogie, 
geneeskunde, wiskunde, botanie, paleon-
tologie, musiek en nog ander ontmoet 

mekaar.  

8 September SASNEV Dan Sleigh The ancestors and the outstations 

13 October SASNEV TBA TBA 

10 November  SASNEV TBA TBA 

1 December TBA Social Christmas function  

https://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-help-and-how-to/historical-cursive-handwriting-genealogy/
https://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-help-and-how-to/family-relationship-chart-genealogy/
https://familyhistorydaily.com/free-genealogy-resources/thousands-of-1890-census-records-do-still-exist-heres-how-to-find-them-for-free/
https://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-help-and-how-to/googles-new-free-app-revolutionize-preserve-family-photos-records/

